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The U-pick pumpkin patch has a strong fo-
cus on ag education and fall celebrations.
From September 24th through October 31st,
the farm is buzzing with groups from
schools, churches and other organizations.

The general public is welcome on weekends
with activities for every age group. Children
enjoy the farm animals, pedal tractors, and
optional wiener roasts. Young and old alike
delight in the “Punkinator”, a converted fire
engine that shoots pumpkins up to a half

mile across the farm fields. School groups
get a strong message about stewardship and
water quality from Derek during his presen-
tations on agriculture.

In his work with children’s education and
as a member of the CMC, Derek believes in
approaching water issues with a positive
message. “With Michelle’s ties to eastern
Colorado, we’ve watched what’s happening
on the front range as cities compete for wa-
ter. | believe it is important for farmers in
the Cheney watershed to be proactive and
use good stewardship so that we work in
partnership with Wichita and other down-
stream users who need quality water.”

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of the
Citizen's Management Committee. Thank
you, Derek.

Giving away a horse
A retiring farmer in preparation for selling his land, needed to
rid his farm of animals. So he went to every house in his town.

To the houses where the man is the boss, he gave a horse. To
the houses where the woman is the boss, a chicken was given.

He got toward the end of the street and saw a couple outside
gardening. “Who's the boss around here?" he asked.

“l am." said the man.

“| have a black horse and a brown horse,” the farmer said,
“which one would you like?"

The man thought for a minute and said, “The black one."

“No, no, no, get the brown one,” the
man's wife said.

“Here's your chicken," said the
farmer.




Bus Tour Offers Look at Conservation Practices in the Watershed

Thirty-five people boarded a tour bus at Castleton
& Mount Vernon on Thursday, July 13, to goon a
day long tour in the Cheney Lake Watershed and
Wichita. We began the day on James Schlickau’s
farm looking at rangeland management with Dale
Kirkham, Kansas Rural Center. Over the past sev-
eral years James has divided his 770 acre pasture
into 8 cells. He has added 2 water sites to compli-
ment his grazing system. A key concept at this stop
was the use of rest as a valuable tool in range man-
agement, and how, over time it can create a more
desirable plant community.

Our next stop was in Wichita at the Wichita Area
Treatment, Education & Remediation (WATER)
Center. At the WATER Center, 101 East Pawnee,
we saw how the City of Wichita is taking an active
role in addressing a plume of polluted groundwater
under the City. The City of Wichita is taking steps
to clean up water pollution just like they are asking |
farmers in the Cheney Lake Watershed to do.
While at the WATER Center, tour participants had
the opportunity to talk to Jerry Blain with the City
of Wichita. Since Cheney Lake is an important wa- ——— —— =

ter supply source for the City of Wichita, Jerry Plant 1.D. with Sig Collins, CMC and Dale
shared why it is important to have less sediment Kirkham, Kansas Rural Center.

and nutrients in the lake.
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After a lunch at the WATER Center we traveled to Marion and Johnny Schrag’s farm. At the
Schrag’s farm we looked at the livestock feeding area that had been moved away from a stream.
Lance Ohnmacht, NRCS, helped us understand how to evaluate our own feeding areas with an assess-
ment tool, to determine if the runoff from them poses a threat to surface water.

While at the Schrag’s farm we also had a close-up look at the area soil. Bob Murphy, NRCS, used a
soil pit to help us understand soil layers and types and how they affect what we see on top of the soil.
The lack of topsoil limits the range of crops that will grow well in the area. The soil runoff demonstra-
tion with Bud Davis, NRCS, showed that residue mixed in with soil allows much better downward
percolation of water. When water soaks down rather than running off we can use it to grow our crops,
rather than letting it and the soil moving with it go to Cheney Lake.

In spite of the heat, in this 100-plus day, participants agreed that it was a day well spent and a great
learning experience. Thank you to all who took the time to attend.

This newsletter is published by the Citizens’ Management Committee (CMC) of the Cheney Lake Watershed, Inc. and the Reno
County Conservation District with funding provided by a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Section 319 non-point source
pollution grant through the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.
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Agronomists Give Tips For Applying Manure to No-Till Fields
MANHATTAN, Kan. — Whether to enrich fields with manure is a dilemma for some producers who use
no-till practices.

“Best management practices for manure applications call for incorpo-
A COLLECTICON OF rating the material into the soil, and there are applicators that can in-
AGRICULTURE CARTCOONS ject the manure into the soil without creating too much disturbance,”

by

said Kansas State University agronomist Dave Whitney. “But conven-
tional surface applications of manure can pose a problem for no-till
producers, since it is not possible to incorporate it after application.”
That does not mean manure cannot be used on no-till fields, said Whit-
ney. Actually, most of the sound application practices used for manure
application on conventional-till fields still apply. The correct applica-
tion rate and uniform spreading are still necessary to derive maximum
benefits.

To minimize the potential for manure to move off-site in surface water
runoff, manure should not be applied when runoff potential is the
greatest, Devlin said. This would include months in which precipitation
events are the most frequent and when there is snow-covered or frozen
ground. For fields with steeply sloping land and near surface water
sources, the establishment of vegetated filter strips can minimize run-
off.

-adapted from K-State Research and Extension News

Simple Suggestions for Winter Feeding Areas - Lisa French

As the summer winds down, producers should be making plans for winter feeding of livestock whether it in-
volves a bunk, a bale ring, or year-round grazing. Because we often rely on streams for a winter water supply
and wind break, winter feeding can have a big impact on water quality in the watershed.

No matter what the total in your rain gauge this summer, you may see the effects of the drought if you depend
on hay for winter cattle feed. Traditional hay crops are in short supply this year and the prices will reflect that.
As a result, we may be using crop fields or pastures for winter grazing that aren’t usually considered optimal
due to location or water supply.

Whether you are using an established feeding area or turning the cows into a crop field to take advantage of
crop residue, take a few simple steps to protect the streams in your neck of the watershed.

e Make sure there are at least 100 feet between the feeding area and the draw or stream. Even if there is no
water present now, you are building a nutrient-rich load of sediment that will be flushed into the stream eventu-
ally.

e Don’t think you have to feed next to the stream so that the cattle have shelter in the trees found there. The
cattle can be fed away from the stream and they will move into the trees during the few days when shelter is
really necessary.

e Use the manure your cows produce to your advantage. Feed on sandy hill tops or areas that could use extra
organic matter and nutrients. By moving the feeding areas around you can distribute nutrients evenly through-
out the site.

e Consider unrolling your hay and give only enough for the cows to eat in one day. Less hay is wasted and
their manure is not concentrated around a feeder.

e Clean up feeding sites at the end of the winter. A manure pack with waste hay extending 10 feet from a bale
ring can be a prime source of nutrients and bacteria as well as breeding ground for flies.

e Consider adding another watering point if you are relying on a stream for water. Call the watershed office
at 620-665-0231 for information on cost share opportunities.



Developing Kansas Environmental Leaders - Howard Miller

Over the past 8 months Partridge area farmer Sam Sanders has been attending the Kansas Environ-
mental Leadership Program (KELP). KELP is a program that was developed by Kansas State Univer-
sity (KSU) and Kansas Department of Health & Environment (KDHE) in 2000 as a way to educate
participants about water issues on a statewide basis. Sam is participating in the 2006 class which be-
gan the year with a session at Hays looking at groundwater contamination and the acquisition of wa-
ter rights with the purchase of Circle K ranch. Sam says he participated in KELP, after being encour-
aged by the Cheney Lake Watershed staff, because he wanted to learn more
about water issues around the state of Kansas.

In March, the group met in Topeka to look at water issues and the use of legis-
¥ lation to protect water quality and quantity. As part of KELP, the group is
" | given leadership training. By moving to different locations they are exposed to
. leaders of many different types. Some are groundwater district managers, oth-
ers city managers, still others are congressman representing a group of people.
BN Other leaders are employees of state agencies such as the Kansas Water Office
? (KWO), KDHE or the Division of Water Resources (DWR). This is just a par-
= W tial list of leaders the group is exposed to, along with those from KSU.

—

The third session was held in Garden City where the burning issue is ground-
water depletion. While the obvious solution is to decrease water usage it be-

comes much more complex when we look at all the infrastructure that is tied to
having water available for use, as is the case in most areas of Kansas. Sam was fascinated with the
cloud seeding that he was able to learn about. Sam stated he was under the impression that cloud
seeding was used to create rain when in fact it is for hail suppression. Looking at water issues in Gar-
den City seems to be a favorite for many KELP participants.

Sam Sanders

The next location for the group was Independence where they studied aquatic life in the streams with
assistance from Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. This activity gives a first hand look at the
impact of water quality and quantity on everything from fish to macro-invertebrates. Sam was inter-
ested in how wetlands in the Independence area are intensively managed for proper depth to create
the desired habitat.

The KELP group gathers for its final session in Hut- THE Do HAS 4D W~
chinson in October when they will meet with leaders b~ HAAE%E%%@UT&{MER
from Cheney Lake Watershed. Sam would encourage )
farmers to consider attending KELP in 2007. He says
we need to learn more about how our actions affect
people downstream. Past attendees include 3 members
of the Citizens’ Management Committee; Derek Zong-
ker, Allan Grilliot & Brent Oatney. Others associated
with the Cheney Lake Watershed (CLW) include Lisa
French & Howard Miller. We would encourage you to
look at the opportunity to join the next KELP class in
2007 with financial assistance from the CLW and oth-
ers. Ask one of the past participants or call the office
to learn more at 620-665-0231.




