


Dairy Grazing Field Day

By Howard Miller

On Monday, April 9th, 33 dairy producers, feed con-
sultants and KSU Extension personnel braved a cool
south wind to learn about grazing on two local dairy
farms. The first stop was Calvin Nisly’s dairy grazing
system under center pivot irrigation. Calvin uses
mainly rye and triticale in combination for grazing his
dairy cows. In the past he has also used sudangrass
and alfalfa in the summertime rotation, and in his cur
rent rotation he uses native crabgrass along with su-
dangrass. Calvin likes to have his cows in the fields
grazing rather than spend all of their time confined to
a free stall barn. It keeps the cows cleaner and
means Calvin spends less time hauling manure. The
group was intrigued with the possibilities that irriga-

tion offers for grazing dairy cows.

Our next stop was Jacob Beachy’s farm where we looked at his grazing system us-
ing triticale and winter peas for fall and spring grazing along with alfalfa for summer

grazing system

Calvin Nisly, speaking about his

grazing. Jacob has 29 paddocks in the triticale and peas that he rotates his cows
through and 24 in the alfalfa. He harvests his first cutting of alfalfa and begins his
grazing about May 20. So far he has had no bloat problems grazing alfalfa. Jacob

tries to keep his paddocks sized so that the lactating dairy herd can graze the area

in 2-5 hours. This keeps the grazed
plants more uniform in maturity. Several
years ago Jacob built a concrete side-
walk for his cows to cross a waterway

to a field of bermuda grass that he uses §

for a loafing area for his cows. This year
he has planted brome grass and clover
to graze his dry cows and heifers.

Gary Kilgore, KSU forage specialist,
also joined us and offered helpful in-
sight throughout the day. Gary sug-
gested that with irrigation some of the
developed varieties of crabgrass could
potentially yield more tons. He felt that
either rye or triticale were the best

choices for grazing dairy cows in the fall through spring season. Of course the major
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Attentive crowd listening to Jacob Beachy speak
about his grazing system

topic on everyone’s mind was the freeze damage to alfalfa and wheat with the ex-

tended cold weather the previous week. Gary suggested that cutting the alfalfa if the

(Continued on page 4)
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weather permitted was likely the best way to allow the next growth to begin to develop.
As to the wheat he said that time will tell if the damage will affect yields dramatically or
not.

It was a good day of learning about the potential for reducing feed costs by grazing on
the dairy farms. If you are interested in establishing permanent forage for grazing live-
stock, cost share is available to help with the seeding costs. If you wish to participate
you must apply for cost share before you plant the forage. In Reno County the period
for the cost share signup is May 1 — June 4. For further information contact us at 620-
665-0231.

Atrazine Management for Red Rock Creek
Lisa French

' Atrazine is a useful, economical product for controlling broadleaf weeds in row crops. How-
ever, atrazine is soluble and tends to move with runoff water. It can be a concern if it leaves
rour crop fields and ends up in the stream. Atrazine is no longer believed to be a human car-

' cinogen but there are potential health risks for wildlife.

' Between 1997 and 2000, the U.S. Geological Survey monitored streams in the watershed. Fif-

 teen different pesticides were detected in very small quantities in streamflow samples. Only
1 alachlor and atrazine were detected in concentrations greater than the U.S. EPA Maximum :
' Contaminant Level (MCL) or the Health Advisory Level (HAL) of 3 micrograms per liter.
 This is an enforceable limit for public drinking water systems and atrazine is not removed dur-
'ing typical water treatment. The Kansas Department of Health and Environment may require |
' atrazine reduction plans in watersheds that are determined to be atrazine-impaired.
| Within the Cheney Lake watershed, atrazine was detected in 15 stream samples at concentra-
i tions greater than 3.0 micrograms per liter of water. The highest reading was 135 micrograms/
 liter in Red Rock Creek following spring applications. The Cheney Lake Watershed is work-
|ing with Kansas State University to test atrazine levels in Red Rock Creek during 2007 and !
1 2008. It is possible that changes in land use and cropping practices may have increased or de-
' creased the incidence of atrazine runoff since 2000.

Producers within the Red Rock Creek watershed are advised to reduce the potential for
atrazine runoff from your property by any of the following methods:

Incorporate atrazine after application

Apply in the fall or prior to April 15 to avoid heavy rainfall events
Use postemergence premixes which tend to have less atrazine

Lower the rate of atrazine used

Substitute other herbicides

o Utilize buffer strips and good conservation practices to reduce runoff



Great Cost Share Opportunity for Expiring CRP Acres

Lisa French

Producers who have CRP contracts ex-
piring in October of 2007 may be eligi-
ble for significant cost share opportuni-
ties to establish a grazing system on
that land. Up to 70% cost share is avail-
able in most counties within the water-
shed to develop watering systems and
install interior fences. The City of
Wichita will provide an additional 30%
for contracts in the Cheney Lake Wa-
tershed.

State cost share for expiring CRP con-
tracts is only available in the year that
the contract expires. For most counties
you must sign up this spring if your con-
tract expires in October 2007. Contact
your local County Conservation District
or NRCS office to apply. Applications
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for state cost share funds are subject
to a ranking process to fund the most
environmentally beneficial projects.

In addition fo state cost share for wa-
ter development, the City of Wichita
will pay 50% of the cost to install up to
2 miles of perimeter fence on expired
CRP contracts within the Cheney Lake
watershed. Producers who are inter-
ested should contact the Watershed of-
fice (665-0231) in the next few months
to complete an application and begin the
process of developing a grazing plan. Ap-
plications will be accepted at any time
for contracts expiring in October. Al-
though funding is not unlimited, the Wa-
tershed office anticipates being able to
fund all applications for perimeter fence
in 2007.

All cost share funding is based on either
actual cost or county average cost
whichever is less. The producer must
agree to develop a grazing plan with
NRCS and maintain the system for 10
years.

State Cost Share Application periods:
Reno County Conservation District, May
1- June 4, 2007 (669-8161)

Pratt County Conservation District,
April 27 - May 18, 2007 (672-2503)
Stafford County Conservation District,
July 1, 2007 - March 31, 2008 (549-
3480)




Creating Your Own Drought
Lisa French

We would like to think that drought is behind
us and plentiful pastures lie ahead. Unfortu-
nately, drought effects from previous years
may still be apparent — especially if we didn’t
adjust our management during the drought.
Even if we see a return to normal rainfall pat-
terns, according to Jeff Davidson from the
Tallgrass Legacy Alliance, we might be creat-
ing our own drought with poor management.

Davidson, who is also the Greenwood County
Extension Ag agent, spoke to watershed ranch-
ers at a grazing workshop in Pretty Prairie last
March. “Grass,” Davidson said, “is a great fil-
ter. There is nothing better for water quality.”

Poor grass management reduces the effective-
ness of that filter and increases the potential
for soil loss and reduces infiltration rates. In
effect, our management can accentuate, pro-
long, or mimic the effects of drought. We can
create our own drought with over-grazing and
tree invasion.

Davidson noted that good grass cover with 10”
or more of grass height can capture up to 90%
of rainfall. Overgrazing results in less ability
to capture rainfall. With only 20-30% ground
cover, infiltration rates can drop from 90%
down to 25% or even 5%. Evaporative losses
also increase with less ground cover.

Siting recent explosions in red cedar popula-
tions, Davidson cautioned that invasions of
cedars can have a profound effect on pasture
condition. Cedars can stop 65% of the rain
from reaching the soil under their drip line.

Cedar roots reach twice the diameter of the
drip line in search of soil moisture. A 15’ tree
can use 35 gallons of water each day during
the grazing season besides shading out the
grass that would have grown in its place.

Looking ahead to the summer of 2007, David-
son warned that this may not be a great grass
year because we were short on moisture during
2006. “The critical time for growing grass is
mid-July to early December. Drought recovery
for native grass is based on having an adequate
leaf surface to build carbohydrate reserves at
the end of the season.” Ranchers that reduced
stocking rates or pulled cattle out of pastures
by the end of July in 2006 may be in pretty
good shape. Those that did not make adjust-
ments in grass management during the 2006
drought will need to consider a lower stocking
rate this year, delaying grazing until grass is 6-
8” tall, and/or pulling the cows out by mid-
July to allow rangeland to recover from previ-
ous drought damage.

This newsletter is published by the Citizen’s Management Committee (CMC) of the Cheney Lake Watershed, Inc. and the
Reno County Conservation District with funding provided by a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Section 319 non-
point source pollution grant through the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.

The editor is Melissa Reeves, Cheney Lake Watershed, Inc. 18 E. 7th Avenue, So. Hutchinson, KS 67505 (620) 665-0231




Cheney Watershed is subject of

national attention
By Lisa French

When U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Mike Jo-
hanns, mentioned Cheney Lake Watershed in a
public address late last winter it didn’t make the
nightly news. But the fact that Cheney Water-
shed is getting some national attention is of in-
terest to those who live and work here.

For the past two years, Cheney Lake Watershed
has been studied as part of the Conservation
Effects Assessment Project. Recently, results
from that research are catching the ears of pol-
icy makers on a national level. Intensive com-
puter modeling of the watershed is providing
USDA with information about the benefits of con-
servation practices that have been implemented
as well as pointing toward conservation work
that should be the focus in years to come. One
example is the finding that a major contribution
of sediment in Cheney Reservoir originates in
small gullies within crop fields. These ephemeral
gullies are “erased” with tillage but they erode
again each time it rains.

The watershed office has hosted researchers
from Washington, D.C.; Portland, Oregon; Little
Rock, Arkansas; Beltsville, Maryland; and Oxford,
Mississippi since October 2006. Policy makers
from Washington, DC including the NRCS Chief
have also been guests in the watershed this year.

One of the major research efforts during the
winter of 2006-2007 has been an assessment of
watershed streams and streambanks by a Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) scien-
tist from Oregon. Dr. Barry Southerland spent
more than three weeks in the watershed working
with watershed staff, local landowners, and
members of the Citizen’s Management Commiit-
tee. His report will be complete in early May but
we are already making use of extensive maps
and stream characterizations that were devel-
oped during the assessment. Dr. Southerland has
expressed his appreciation for the local landown-
ers and watershed leaders who provided assis-
tance and shared their knowledge about the con-
dition of watershed streams. He indicated that
this level of cooperative participation, which is not
typical in many parts of the country, helped cre-
ate a detailed picture of watershed stream con-
ditions.

Dr. Barry Southerland speaks to the Citizen‘s Management
Committee about his research in the watershed streams.
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g Horticulture Sermon

o

& The pastor's sermon focused on how

o God knows which of us

[+ grows best in the sunlight and which of
us needs shade.

ﬂ "For example," he said, "roses must be
planted in the sun,

g but fuchsias thrive in the shade.”

g After the service, a woman, her face

d beaming, approached

him.

[+

d "Your sermon did me so much good," she
said.

£F Before he had time to gloat too much,
however, she added,
"| always wondered what was wrong with
omy fuchsias."

o
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