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Mark Rogers remembers
spending many carefree
days playing in the North
Fork Ninnescah River near
Castleton. Mark and his
cousins enjoyed fun in the
water of the river from Cas-
tleton to Highway 17 along
pastures the Rogers

INC.

Life on the River
By Howard Miller

asked if he has seen changes
in the river since Cheney
Lake was built he replied the
main thing he has noticed is
an increase in the number of
species of fish. One flood
that stands out in Mark’s
mind is the flood of 1979

WINTER 2008

rainfall as part of a network of
volunteers across the Water-
shed that record precipitation
on a daily basis. In 1990 one
storm stands out from all the
others. The tornados that
eventually reached Hesston
began as they destroyed

Mark’s boyhood home.

family grazed with
their livestock. Mark
attended  Castleton
Grade School in Cas-
tleton, a school that
no longer exists. To-

day, in their retire- | = %

ment, Mark and his |§§
wife, Kathie, live |
along the banks of
the North Fork Nin-
nescah in a home
they built in 1976.

Mark says they chose | = %

the spot because it
was a nice raised |
mounded area above
the river. They soon discov-
ered that years before, Na-
tive Americans had also
chosen the same spot to
camp along the river. As
they began to prepare the
site for their house they
found numerous arrow
heads that indicated the ear-
lier residents had been there.
For a few years after the
house was built Mark says
they kept discovering new
arrowheads being uncovered
on their driveway. When

Mark Rogers

when the river was high
enough to float livestock and
bales across Highway 17.
Since the introduction of
CRP grass acres he has ob-
served that the floods are
less flashy and the flow re-
mains high for a longer pe-
riod of time following the
rainfall. Kathie has been an
observer for the National
Weather Service for over 20
years and now also records

Mark says the ice
storms and the damage
they have done are an-
other group of storms
that are out of the ordi-
nary.

Mark and Kathie are
enjoying their retire-
] ment and the break from
| the daily commute to
1 Wichita where Mark is
retired from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Af-
fairs and Kathie from
the Department of La-
bor. Their house situ-
ated above the Ninnes-
cah River gives them a good
view to observe the changes
occurring in the River. Retire-
ment has afforded Mark some
time to reflect on memories
his late father, Paul Rogers,
left with him. Mark remem-
bers his father telling how in
the 30’s he pumped water out
of the Ninnescah River to irri-
gate an alfalfa field. And how
he buried steel barrels with
the ends removed close to the
river and used the underflow
to water his livestock. An-

Continued on pg. 2******
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By Lisa French

EQIP and WHIP - The ney Lake watershed. Pro-
cut-off date for EQIP ducers who are interested
(Environmental Quality may contact the Watershed
Incentive Program) and office (665-0231) at any
WHIP (Wildlife Habitat time to complete an applica-
Incentive Program) appli- tion. Cost share funding is
cations is January 9, 2009. based on either actual cost
One of the most promising or county average cost
options under EQIP is an whichever is less. The pro-
incentive  payment for ducer must agree to develop
conversion to no-till farm- a grazing plan and maintain
ing. Eligible producers the system for 10 vyears.
may receive up to $40/ Additional cost share is
acre in return for a three available to develop water-
year agreement. ing systems on these acres.

SCUEERLUEU ¢ WRP - The cut-off e Livestock and Streams
date for WRP (Wetland - The Watershed office is
Reserve Program) applica- taking applications for pro-
tions is December 15, jects related to livestock and
2008. Eligible producers streams. Projects that reduce
receive annual payments the time that livestock spend
in return for long term along a stream would be
contracts to protect and eligible. These might in-
restore wetlands. clude the addition of new
e CRP Fence - The watering points, Cross-
City of Wichita will pay fencing, and the redesign or
50% of the cost to install relocation of winter feeding
up to 2 miles of perimeter areas. Staff from the water-
fence on expired CRP shed office and NRCS will
contracts within the Che- work with you to make

“Winter is always
a good time to

begin planning for

work.“

other memory Mark hastens
to share is of the lush little
bluestem meadow that once
grew and was baled for hay
by the Rogers family. To-
day that meadow is a patch
of sandburs and assorted
weeds covered by several
feet of sand dumped by a
flood in the mid-70’s. Mark
says he enjoys living on the

river and watching the changes
as the river aligns and then
realigns itself over time. Some
things, he says, you really find
hard to explain, like why the
river claims a row of trees on
one bank and allows new trees
to grow on the opposite bank.
Mark beams with pride as he
talks about the land, several
miles above Cheney Lake, that

Life on the River

****Continued from
pg 1
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Current cost share opportunities

changes that make your life
easier as well as protect
water quality.

e Priority Area Incen-
tives - Farmers in parts of
the watershed generally
downstream of the point
where Highway 17 crosses
the Ninnescah are eligible
for a $200/acre incentive
payment when signing up
for most Continuous CRP
practices such as buffer
strips and waterways. This
area is also eligible for cost
share to convert crop acres
to permanent forages with
assistance on seeding and
fence costs.

Start _Planning Now _ -
Winter is always a good
time to begin planning for
conservation work. Having
the plan in place helps you
take advantage of cost
share opportunities as they
arise.

Contact the Cheney Lake
Watershed office for more
information 620-665-0231.

his family has managed for
generations . Mark and his
family, farming and ranch-
ing along the North Fork
Ninnescah River, certainly
have a heritage to be proud
of for many more genera-
tions.
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Goose Creek Flood Control Effort Leads to Conservation

Jay Jones can recall times during
his youth when Goose Creek
“really roared”. Although it is
still vulnerable to flood events,
Jones has seen changes in the wa-
tershed over the past 40 years.
Two watershed dams, the Conser-
vation Reserve Program, and ma-
jor investments in conservation
practices have had an impact.
Along with Wayne Toews and
Alan Cole, Jones currently serves
as a board member for the Goose
Creek Watershed District, an or-
ganization formed in 1960 to ad-
dress flood concerns.

Before the advent of the Conser-
vation Reserve Program and the
installation of conservation prac-
tices, more than 80% of the drain-
age area for Goose Creek was in
crop production. Tilled soils, fine
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By Lisa French

sandy loams, and sloping fields
could not slow the runoff after a
heavy rain. Flood plains that were
cultivated were especially vulner-
able to flood flows.

Beginning in 1954 there was a
new opportunity for local people to
address flooding with the passage
of the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act (PL 83-566).
This federal legislation allowed for
the authorization of local water-
shed districts with technical assis-
tance from the Soil Conservation
Service. Passage of the Kansas
Watershed District Act gave these
districts taxing authority and ac-
cess to state funding for flood con-
trol projects. By 1960, the Goose
Creek Watershed District was
chartered and authorized.

The original watershed plan
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called for seven detention structures
to be installed at key locations
across the watershed with estimated
costs ranging from $7,000 to
$27,000. State cost share was avail-
able to cover 70% of the cost. Two
structures were built over the next
twenty years but eventually con-
struction costs and growing concern
about the impact on aquatic species
halted most of the new dam con-
struction in Kansas.

With funds in reserve for dam
construction that was now unlikely
to happen, the district board de-
cided to suspend collection of the
watershed tax and use the reserve
funds differently. In 1984, the Wa-
tershed District revised their water-
shed plan to broaden the use of
funds to include conservation prac-
tices such as terraces, waterways,
and brush management. Culverts
and soil-saver boxes along town-
ship roads were installed. With the
development in 1994 of Cheney
Lake Watershed which includes the
Goose Creek watershed, financial
support for conservation practices
also became available from the City
of Wichita.

Today the Goose Creek Watershed
District uses their remaining funds
to address shortfalls in funding for
various conservation practices.
Flooding can still be a problem but
the residents of Goose Creek water-
shed have reduced the flooding po-
tential through several decades of
effort. With a history of interest in
conservation, Goose Creek farmers
continue to identify new ways to
protect fragile soils in an area with
a high potential for erosion.
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Working For Clea®

All Reno County Conservation District pro-
grams and services are provided to anyone
regardless of race, sex, color, national ori-
gin, ancestry, age or physical or mental
handicap.

River Friendly Farm
Assessment

Watershed farmers are invited to com-
plete the River Friendly Farm Assess-
ment for your farm with the help of
staff from the Kansas Rural Center.
This environmental self-assessment is a
series of questions regarding current
conditions of rangeland, cropland and
other aspects of the farm. The com-
pleted assessment is used by you and
your family to develop an action plan
that protects or improves water quality
on the farm.

Those who complete the assessment
are eligible for a $250 incentive pay-
ment. This winter would be a good
time to review your farm operation and
earn a little cash in the bargain. Call the
watershed office for more information
at 620-665-0231.
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Recent NRCS Personnel
Changes

-Melissa Reeves

RENO COUNTY - Lance Ohnmacht, Soil Techni-
cian, recently was promoted and moved to the
area office. Jerrod Kneisel, Soil Conservationist,
left in July to take the Supervisory District Con-
servationist position in Medicine Lodge. Adam
Elliott began as the new Reno Soil Conservationist
on November 10*. Adam was employed with the
State Conservation Commission in Jewell Co for
almost 4 years prior to being hired by NRCS.
Adam’s wife is from Arlington and they have two
little girls.

KINGMAN COUNTY - Bob Carlson retired in 2003
as District Conservationist and now has come
back under the ACES program as a Conservation
Specialist. Glynn Hensley started as a technician
hired by the State Conservation Commission in
September. Jackie Stasa has been working for
the district as District Clerk since October, 2007.



